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Common Sense and the Tariff on Art,

It is amusing as well as instructive to
recall the company we are in in taxing
the importation of works of art. Tur-
key takes our view, but less haughtily,
as befits a sick empire, taxing foreign
art 8 per cent. only instead of 20 per cent.,
as we do. China, which as well as Tur-
key has some art to be proud of, also
puts on a tax, but of 5 per cent., while
Persia, also of fine art traditions, places
the tax at 20 per cent., with us. So does
New Zealand. Then there are Fiji, with
a duty of 12!, per cent.; Sierra Leone,
with 10 per cent.; the Bahamas, with 20
per cent., and the Gold Coast of Africa,
with 10 per cent,

It is a truism lost sight of only by the
thoughtless that fine paintings brought
into the country for a private owner
gooner or later—and usually it {s com=
paratively soon-—get into the public gal-
leries permanently, and many times they
get into the galleries for temporary ex-
hibition soon after they are brought
here. Dr. EDWARD ROBINSON, the newly
appointecd assistant director of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, is on record
as saying on the occasion of his assem-
bling a loan exhibition in the Boston
Museum, when more than $800,000 worth
of paintings were lent to him, that the
owners told him that one of the chief
pleasures of their ownership of the pict-
ures was in enabling others to see them,
A third of the canvases in that exhibition
came from New York, Philadelphia,
Detroit, Chicago and elsewhere than from
Boston,

The American Free Art League points
out that of the paintings exhibited in
the Corcoran Art Gallery nt Washington
more than one-third, amounting to more
than one-half invaliue of the whole col-
lection, are held in private ownership;
they have paid duty. Presumably many
of them will eventually become public

| needs.
that can be devised,

property, as will the collection of Mr. |

CHARLES L. FREER of Detroit, if Con-
gress or the Smithsonian Institution ac-
cepts his offer, as President ROOSEVELT
urges them to do, and the collection in
this city of the late CHARLES T. YERKES,
recently bequeathed to this community
under the care of the Metropolitan
Museum, The Free Art League in its

propaganda quotes the director of the |
St. Louis Museum as saying of a $250,000 '

collection bequeathed to that institution
that the museum would have received
a collection of nearly double the value
had the collector been able to spend for
worksof art the sum which he was obliged
to pay directly or indirectly in duties,
According to the figures of the Bureau
of Statistics, Department of Commerce
and Labor, the greatest sum ever col-
lected in one year as duty on art works
was less than half the value of the Yerkes
bequest to this city, and about 1-1120 of
the Government's annual revenues, The

|

Government does not need the money, |

“

the artists cdlo not want to be “protected,”
the people do not want a tariff on art,
Who does want the tariff impost to be
continued?

the Medical
the Army.

Reform in Branch of

Tn his address to the legislative com-
mittee of the American Medical Associa-
tion at the White House on Wednesday
President RooSEVELT showedy as he has
done more than once before, that he
recognizes as the greatest defect in our
army organization the almost complete

demoralization of its medical branch, and |

that he is keenly alive to the need of
reform.

Under Secretary Root's administra- |

tion of the War Departigent sweeping re-
forms were made in nearly every branch
except the medical service. Through
no fault of the Secretary that was left
in a worse condition
decision that contract surgeons could
exercise no military authority, the poor
pay offered to such surgeons, the dis-
couraging attitude on the part of the
older surgeons of the army toward worthy
suggestions, and arduous labor by these
men, have left the medical branch in so
deplorable a condition that, as the Presi-
dent savs, “the present medical corps is
numerically only fit to take care of about
40 per cent, of the Regular army as it is
now.” “If we had a war break out to-
morrow, " he added, “there would be an
immediate breakdown in the medical
department.”

The President not only points out that
if we had to raise a volunteer army we
“ghould have to count upon widespread

than before. A |

| instances of cruelty to animals,

disaster through the shortcomings in the |

medical and sanitary and hygienic ar-

rangements,” but he also ventures to fix

the responsibility for these shortcom-
fngs. He says it is “utterly unjust” to

|

place them upon the army officials, and '

that they rest “upon the people them- |

selves and their representatives in pub-
lie life.”
wmadical service  and its  wonderful
achievements as an example of what
may be done,

Many of those who have studied the |

needs of the medical branch of the army

He commends the Japanese |

will not be inclined to agree wholly with |
the President as to fixing the responsi- '

bility for the inadequate organization
of this part of the service, Congress
only last winter was willing to remedy
the defects. There was a manifest de-
sie to pass any measure that would make
the medical branch of our army as effec-
tive and capable as any in the.world. A
bill was presented, direct from the Sur-

_geon-Cieneral's office and stamped with

his approval, It embodied not the full

|

legislation that the army should have
had but what it was thought the army
would be “most likely to get.” It gave
increased rank and pay, good things in
themselves—that is to say, it added to
the comfortable and ornamental side of
the pmf(wiun—b‘ut it did nothing for
“the poor devil on the firing line," as
Major L. L. SeaMaN, whose self-ap-
puinted and publie spirited service it has
been for several years to bring about a
real reform, pointed out. The bill was

not reported because it was not a thor- ]

ough reform measure,

o i1 |
I'he attitude of hostility on the part

of the present medical corps to any sug-
gestions “from the outside,” the unwill-
ingness to present a radical and com-
plete measure, because of timidity bornof
that unwise spirit of conservatism that
too frequently is characteristic of army
methods, the desire for more gold braid
and more pay to the exclusion of more
important needs--all these have had
much to do with the neglect of reforming
the medical organization. |

It should not be difficult to bring in a
fairly adequate bill for this purpose, one
that would not only attract surgeons to
the service of the army as at present con-
stituted, but would also provide a flexible
machinery, under a system of retainers
and special instruction, whereby an in-
stant supply of competent surgeons
could be obtained for the army in time
of war. When the investigations of the
medical men of the army sent to the
front to study the methods of the Japa-
nese army are published much light
should be thrown on this subject. It is
aot necessary, however, to wait for these
reports.  Let the medical branch of the
army ask for all that it knows the army
The people want the best system
Congress not only
will not oppose but will be glad of the
opportunity to pass such a measure,

A Model Strike.

So far in ita history the strike of union
printers against the book and job oftices
in New York city has diflered in one
important particular from many pre-
vious contests of a similar nature, in
that it has been free from violence and
outrage, The union men,
their undoubted right to quit work,
walked out of their employers' shops
over a week ago. Since then the em-
ployers have borne public testimony to
the good order observed by their former
workmen and the absence from their
campaign of violations of the law,

Too often a strike means bludgeon-
ings, sandbaggings, attempts at arson,
the distribution of explosives and sim-
ilar  terrifying tacties. The printers’
strugele of 1908 sees the adoption of no
such measures, in its early stages at
least, and witnesses the use of proper
arguments, offers of better treatment
and the like, to induce support and win
recruits., This policy indicates an un-
derstanding among the strike leaders
of the public opinion that demands from
all, employer and employvee alike, strict
observance of legal methods in the ad-
justment of their disputes.

Perhaps it may mean the beginning of
a period in which the sober, honest, law-
abiding men among the unionists of all
trades are to have their way, and the
passing of that class of violent agitators
who regarded themselves licensed
dictators, the defiance of whose com-
mands justified retaliation by fire and
sword.,

as

A Private Soclety and Public Money.

In 1866 the late HENRY Brrau founded !

the American Society for the Prevention

of Cruelty to Animals, and on its incor- |

poration he became its first president,
He made himself the butt of much ridi-
cule by his persistency in discovering
and bringing to punishment those who
offended against its humane
more especially as concerned
but when he died in 1888 a chain of
similar socinties had been established
throughout the Union and in foreign
cointries, and he was hell in hono
throughout the waorld,

The movement had long sinee coased
to be regarded as ridiculous. A very
great improvement in the treatment of
animals in this town had taken place,
Drivers who had ill treated their horses,
carelessly and thoughtlessly, rather than
of any deliberate intention, ad-
monished and instructed as to the necd
of humanity to the beasts, in the interest
not only of the horses themselves but
also of their owners, The happy con-
sequence was made apparent in the
greatly improved condition of the run
of horses working in the town.

The society founded by Mr. Beran
received handsome gifts, and by law it
was made the recipient of the dog hi-
censes, which amount to many thousands
of dollars annually. It is thus made a
public ageney, and properly the use of
that money and of all the resources of

were

the society should be published in detail, |

though for many years past this infor-
mation has been withheld in its annual
reports.

Many humane women, members of the
society, have constituted themselves
volunteer agents to discover and report
They
complain that under the administration
of its present president they do not
receive the assistance and support to
which they are entitled, and that there
is much neglect of its duties by the
society, so that cruelty to animals is
beginning to become more frequent.
The resignation several months ago of

important men in the direction for in-
stance, Mavor McCLELLAN and Mr
| CHOATE —would seem to indicate that

there is foundation in fact for this dis-
satisfaction,

Mr. HaINES, the president, has un-
questionably lost the contidence of many,

if not most, of the more zealous mem- |

bers of the society, and the period of
hisusefulnessin that place secnis to have
come to an end. At the annval meet-
ing on Thursday the attendance of those
critics and protestants was large, for
the first time in the history of the society;
but they were received with scant respect,
hardly with decent courtesy, though
the majority of them were women,

Their demand that the society should |

publish an itemized accounting for the
money received by it is likely to bhe
gratified, however, for it is as reason-

/

exercising |

horses: |

able as it is urgent, Every detail of the
administration of an institution which
collects and receives license fees im-
posed by law, and thus is made a part of
| the public machinery, should be given
to the publie,

The delegation to a private society of
the collection of public money is, at the
| best, always a questionable proceeding,
1 and when the management of the insti-

tition loses the confidence of its own
| membership there would seem to be
imperative need for a change,

—

Genlus Galnes Retrenches.

Many a time and oft the country has
seen Dr. JouN WESLEY GAINES throwing
white-hot shot from his Intrenchments
at the enemies of the plain people and
tobacco, Now the Tennessee warrior
has retrenched himself in a commanding
position and fights with all his old ardor
from his retrenchments,

The House Committes on Reform in
the Civil Service has charge of the com-
prehensive and statesmanlike measure
introduced by Genius GAINES last Mon-
| day, a bill “to ereate retrenchment com-
mission, to reorganize Departments, to
abolish unnecessary bureaus, to reduce
salaries and expenses, to reform pension
list, to regulate our system of internal
improvements, and for other purposes.”
The retrenchiment commission is to con=
| sist of five retrenchers at $10 a day and
expenses, They are to be “selected
from the five political parties, to wit, a
Republican, a Democrat, a Populite, a
Labor Party man and a Single Taxer.”
If there are any Populites left, however,
I they are so rich that $10 a day is no object
to them,  The retrenchers are to investi-
gata in detail all the civil departments
of the Government, their methods, em-
ployees, organization, hours, and report
their recommendations in a bill. They
| can vigit at their discretion every Gov-

" and 8o on, a privilege which will insure

them much pleasant travel. They can
[ appoint as many clerks, stenographers
and assistants as they need; anice crumb
of patronage.
office furniture, stationery. Their job
i longz and should be gomfortable.

Then, by a delegated use of the ap-
pt)inlmg power, subretrenchment com-
mittees are to come into being. The
five retrenchers shall appoint or employ
in each pension distriet “three honor-
able and capable men, one each a Repub-
lican, a Democrat and a Populite,” pen-
fsioners all, to investigate the pension

roll.  No subretrencher to subretrench

in his own district.

retrenchment and  subretrenchment.
His five retrenchers are “to inquire par-
ticularly into the constitutional power

They are to have offices, |

ernment institution, department, office |

much smaller than ours. There are
few modern works, on the other hand,
adapted to successful performance in
the vastness of the Metropolitan. The
music dramas of WAGNER, the operas
of VERDI, GouNoD and MEYERBEER re-
main for its imposing spaces,

If Mr. CONRIED had possessed such &
theatre in which to perform “Hiinsel und
Giretel,” one of the modern productions
that he added to his list during the pres-
ent season, the resuit would probably
have been much more satisfactory
from every point of view. The delicate
charm of the work evaporated in the
great auditorium, How much more
potent in a less comprehensive audi-
ence room would be the beauty of “La
Bohéme,” “Don Pasquale,” “I Pag-
liacei” and most of the MoZART réper-
toire, Older works that are never at-
tempted because of their unsuitable-
ness to our great theatro would again
be heard in connection with the recent
operas of CHARPENTIER, DE BUSsy,
PucciNt and MASBENET.

New York is certain to have such an

opera house in the near future, It has
the money to satisfy all its artistic
needs, This is one of them. Whether

it be Mr, DaMRoscH or Mr. CONRIED
who is to provide this theatre, it cannot
come into existence too soon for New
York's musie lovers.

Those hardy youngsters the genuine
*Fosty-niners” who live here with us—and
there are a good many of them left—must
have been interested by the news from
Goldfleld, Nevada. We may be sure their
blood tingled as they read how W, F. BoND

came into Goldfield bearing glittering
samples of treasure from the little mining
camp of Manhattan, eighty milea distant;
of the Instant and tremendous excitement it
caused, of the sudden rush of two thousand
men bent simply and eolely on getting to
the new flelds at once, ahead of any others,
in order to stake the best claims. Inafew |
days the population of Manhattan jumped |
from twenty persons to four thousand.
Overloaded stages, wagons and everything |
elan that would move on wheels; pack-
horses, gamblers, prospectors, greasera,
Chinamen, experienced miners, “tender- |
foots," all are there, we doubt not, and
more a-coming! But of Indians, rustlers
and other “bad men” not a word. |
There is one thing, however, which must
make the genuine “Forty-niner" swearing |
hot with indignation. We read that “two
hundred dollars a day is being offered for

| autos by those anxious to reach the camp

in a hurry.” For autos, forsooth! That is
the fly in the ointment, the sudden awak- |
ening from an otherwise happy dream of
jovous youth, We have no doubt that a
wireless station will be planted in the new

| camp to-morrow, and that a university will

) S \ : .. be building in a week. |
But Genius GAINES 18 not content with |

Never mind. Here's luck, lote of it, to

| our ambitious young namesake, Manhattan,

of Congress to appropriate money for

internal improvements, and also the

utility and advisability of exercising |

such power if it exists and to formulate
a svstem that shall limit the indiscrimi-
nate practice,” and so forth. * The “mini-

!
Nevada, }
|

By the same arithmetical rule of pro- !
gression which assures to Brooklyn ulti- |
mate precedence among the boroughs of
New York as the most populous, Manhattan, |

| already the richest, is each year inereasing

! of New York.

ium appropriations for local purposes” |
1

are to be curtailed, if possible, a curtail-

GAINES'S own district,

Now appedars a new retrenchment di-
vision.  The five retrenchers are to
appoint a surretrenchment commission,
so to speak; “three persons learned in
the law, of hizh practical experience and

i of the three diflerent political parties "

toinvestigate and report as to these con-
stitutional and curtailing matters,
Salaries are to be readjusted “on the
that obtains in private business
and in keeping with the general and uni-
versal diminution in prices under the
single  gold  standard.”  Finally,
trenchers, sabretrenchers and  surre-
trenchers are to do their work as an

obioct lesson:

hasis

re-

)»I]l‘[.uin-_ {

S0 exactly and rately, with such little ex-

nse and with such blgh and patriotie purpose to
rescue the Govet ent f

stuch disso’ate

waste of the publlc moneys,

as sha!l be within sl an exempiification of the

new husiuess raethods, economs

and retrenchment

y are eonstitytsd

The cost of rescning the Government
from dissolute waste and threatening
ruin is not to exceed $250,000,  Cheap at
ten times the money,

Reading this bill with its berths for
“Papulites” and its little jabat the gold
standard, one recalls vaguely the palmy
davs of the Hon. HENRY W. BLAIR of
New Hampshire and the many majestie
| hills proposed by the Wage Workers'
\ssociation of the District of Columbia.
But Genins GAINES anticipates the fut-
| ure as well as he recalls the past.  The

grand hymn rises to the heart and lips:

WESLEY GAINES, JOHN WESLRY GAINES,

JOBRN
Thou

monumental plle of brains

While there is even one such man in
Congress, the rescue of the Governnient
from ruin is stil possible,

The Little Opera Mouse,

Whether Mr. CONRIED or Mr,
roscH builds the opcra comique theatre
for New York does not much matter,
Mr. DAMROSCH may make this Interest-
ing mmstitution an annex 1o a new concert
hall, or Mr. CONRIED may combine it

" with the theatre he has christened na-
‘1inn:|l‘ More important than the per-

I ment which would be resented bitterly |
| by every horse trough outlet in Genius

its lead in wealth among the tive boroughs

In 1808, the firat year of the Gireater Now
York, the assessed value of real estate in
Manhattan and The Bronx was $1 856,000,000,
Last year the gross valuation of real estate
in the two boroughs was $4 085,000,000, an |

. increase of whichthe larger part, of course,

om the miln that threatens |

| values,

| the dying

Daa- |

somality of the creator is the acquisi-

| tion of such an opera house for New
York. Its presence will settle seyeral
problems that just now vex the impre-
sario who happens to have New York's
operatic destinies in charge,

[t 18 only in an opera house consider-
"ably smaller than the Metropolitan that
| the works of contemporary composers
| canbe presented with the best results, It
[ is a fact thar the newer works worth
| the trouble of producing at all are fash-
for a much smaller frame than
| the stages that customarily present the
aperas of the older répertoire. ‘There
have alwayvs been operas best adapted
to siatler opera houses, like the Opora

I ionea

Paris, but in those earlier
days other  works,
planned on a scale to suit the greater

(opera houses and  deserving of per-

| formanee o them. The  composers

Comiqgue 1n

there  were  ilso

{to=day are different, in that their hest

f works cre suited only to smaller stagoes,
There are pow operas in France, ltaly
lanl Cermany thad would he a :
tinet gain to our répertoire if they
could bz produced in an opera house

dis-

has been in Manhattan. Manhattan in
1808 contributed $30,000,000 from taxes on |
real estate to the eity’s revenues and The
Bronx  $4,100000, Last vear Manhattan
contributed  $57,000,000 and The Bronx
$1 000,000, »

The value. of real in
Brooklyn in 1897, the year before consoli- |
dation, was $370,000.000.  Last year it was
$040,000 000, a substantial increase,

In 1847, the yvear preceding consolidation,
the asses=ed value of real estate in Rich-
mond borough was $24.500000. It is now
44 000,000, In 1807 the assessed valuation
of real estate in Queens was $106 000,000,
It 15 now $140,000 000,

These increases are, of course,
lute, far since 1003 the Commissioners of
Taxes and Assessments have adopted the
policy of raizing all valuations to a per-
contage more nearly approximating market
But the change has been uniformn
in operation in all th* poroughs of New
York and it shows Manhattan as increasing |
most rapidly in wealth,

assessed estate

not ab=o-

Mr. Froude and s Critles,
To1ak Epitror or THeE StN I have
rend in last Sunday's Sexoa lengthy review
of Herbert Paul’s “Lite of Froude Wi anre |
now inan age when the world, tired of false- |
hood and misrepresentations, is calling, Like |
Goethe, for "leht, 1 light. " |
Notwithstanding  this  well mgh universal i
|
|

Nty

wore

thirst for the truth in history, we are pre-
aented with this ghost of Ananias, who stands
high among the arch misrepresenters of men
and motives

Mr. Paul admits that Froude lied, hat con-
tends they were unconscious lies We quite
agree with him and the accurate Andrew
Lang that Frooade “often erred, misunder-
atood, misquoted, onutted and even added”
when culling his information from original
documents, for whoever has studied the
times and events about which he wrote need
not be told of that author's nugrepresenta-
tions

Gireon, Freeman and Stubbs are acourate
historinns their works have stood the test of
the new light of Investigation thrown on his-
tory, and are recognized in all the universi-
ties as standard sonrces of infommation on the
titmes and events they handie,  They ore
cticklors for the truth of history, and it was
their zeal for the unalloyved truth that drew
torth their repeated attacks in the Safurday
Review, in which they unsparimgly denounced
the pictures ue and imaganative, which made
Froude's historieal works a popular blend of
et und fiction

It Froude had that serupnlous love for
trith with which our author credits him, why
did he not give us the facts as found in the
“parchments and mannseripts over which
he torled for months and years™  From the
sanmie original material the true facts have
heen given us by later and we believe more
honest historians

His writings display a great literary ability,
Lut they can never hold any place among the
works that claim historical aceuracy

SHERIDAN PRENTISS

New Yorg, Jan. 12

In Yerrazano's Honor,

TOo THE UDITOR OF \s Verrazann,
the Florentine navhgator, st recorde
visttor to the reglon of Manhattan and his na

[HE SUN - SIr

was the

| presented by the association

| of the

Is not preserved anywhere In these parts, not even
why would 1t not be fittis
Seventh avenue Verrazano
tier name than ar

on an apiartment hotse
to cull the upper part of
avenuce® 1t would be
the others and would
HARLEM, Jan. 11

L e

meald gulte as an

NOMEN

Adtrononical.
Knieker
ftn the stars?
Hocker—Yes, and I found they all had a dee'lna

ton,

A Hint to Some Rooters,
A lttle genius brougat t Hehit
WL make a college stine
More brilllantly than all the gold

In hiondlke's riche t mine,
STRINUS,

So she told vou to read yonr answer |

ml’}‘

|

J
THE CONSULAR BILL.

WaASHINGTON, Jan, 12,—The Consular
bill has been reported to the Senate from
the Committee on Foreign Relations. Ag
amended by the committee the bill is open
to approval chiefly on the ground that half
a loaf is better than no bread. It provides
a better system than that now employed.
Any improvement i8 welcome,

The amended bill provides seven claskes
of consuls-general, fixes salaries and desig-
nates the various posts included in each
class. It provides ten classes of consuls,
fixes salaries and includes a list of the cities
embraced in each olass. In this point the
bill has the merit of being specifio and of
furnishing a good fundamental system.
Transfers may be made from class to class
in accordanoe with changing conditions,
If Bagdad gets busy and becomes an im-
portant centre of American commerce It
can be shifted from consul list, class ten,
$2,000, to consul-general list, class seven,
$3,000, or elsewhera, If Canton boycotts
with energy it may be dropped from consul-
general list, class four, $5,500, to any place
in the lower grades.

One feature of great importance remains
in the bill. This is the provision for an
inspection service. This is an eminently
desirable plan, Hitherto the State Depart-
ment has been to a considerable extent at
sea on many points in connection with the
work and the personality of individual
members of the consular corps. A consul
must be unbearably objectionable before
the Government of the country in which
be is located will file an official complaint.
There are scores of places where it is quite
impossible for the State Department, under
the present system, to ascertain just how
faithfully or how indifferently the incum-
bent is doing his work. The pending bill
provides that “each consular office shall be
inspected at least once in every two years.”

As Secretary Root has said, “the importance 4

of an inspection service hardly needs demon-
stration.”

In the consular service proper all fees are
to be accounted for and paid into the United
States Treasury. The sole and only com-
pensation of such officers is the salary fixed
by law. This will be for the good of the
service, Special and prescribed provision
is made for consular agents, vice and deputy
consuls and consuls-general, The grade of
commercial agent is abolished.

On the whole the bill is regarded as good.
Its fault is that it is not bester. It fur-
nishes at least an excellent working basis,
and some later Congress may have the
grace to build on this foundation a better
structure,
Congress should lose any time in giving
approval to the measure 8o that the system
may be put into effect,

FIRST BLOW AT CORRUPT
PRACTICES,

THE

Assemblyman Walnwright's Prompt Per-
ception of the Thing te Do.

To THE Epttor or THE Stx—Sir: 1 was
exceedingly glad to read your editorial of to-
dav in commendation of the proposed legis-
lation to prevent campaign contributions by
corporations 1 desire, however, to correct
a4 misappreliension on your part with regard
to the proposed legislation on this qubject
framed by the Corrupt Practices Association
You are under the impression that
provison is embodied in some general bill

framed and submitted to me, it was included
in their bill amending the Penal Code.  Ap-
preciating that it wus their most mportant
proposition for the prevention of political
corruption, I sugwested the great importance
of in a Lill.  This

embodying it |oparate

sugeestion wias adopted, and on Wednesday |

night Iintroduced in the Assembly a separate
bill, framed the association, a copy of
which I herewitli enclose
It is gratifying to note that Senator White
and Mr. Cox are working along similar lines,
JoMAYHEW WAINWRIGEHT,
NEw Yonrk, Jan. 12,

by

Mrs. Pliper and Dr. Hodgson,

I'o THE Enitor ofF TAE SUN- S0 1T was told
last week that an artlele was to appear i one of
the clty Journals purporting to deal with Mrs,
Piper and the situation of the Psyehileal Soctety
snce Dro Hodgson's death. Some such  article |

must have appearcd, though 1 haven't seen it [
1otherefore, a copy of & letter which [ have
Just cd from Mrs. Plper \ few years ago
a madoup, take article appeared, purporting to
be the confession of Mrs. Piper [ cannot quite see
why any reputable paper should indulge In this
sort of work M. J. SAVaAGE.

NEW YOUK, Jan. 12

MY WEAR MR SAVAGE I trust that you will have
no falth in those wreteched newspaper artieles in
whiteh reporters elalm interviews with me, &c¢. as
1 have never opened my 11ps to one of them since
dear Dro Hodgson's death, T am annoyved beyond
any thing | can say by thelr falsehoods, and I wish
would contradlet It all. Besldes, [t 1s so
distastefu! to hear Dr. Hodgson's name used In
these conjecturings, However, 1 am  keeping
stlent In all cases and shall continue to do so till
the end.  Very sincerely yours, L. K. PIFFR

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, Mass., Jan. 8.

send o

some one

Dogs and Chauffeurs,

To 1ue Entror oF THE SUN - Sirs T have often
wondered whether 1 should  say “Ste! Sie!” or
Seck! Seck!™ to my dog. I had never seen the

proper command in print until rec ntly, when read
ing a Southern story oo whieh it is spelled “sie,”
sseck” and Uslek” In fustlies to the author 1t
should be stated that the varlous commanuds are
used by diferent eharacters
After all, Isn't It “seek”?
tlonary" gives this speliing
While writing on deg lingo, let nie aslk why
professional chauffeurs 1 see In the streets have
<lin: faces and long noses. IS there something In
the calling requiring a sharp face and penctrating
'ROORLYN.

The “Standard Die

nose?
LROOKLYN, Jan. 12,

Them PPasses Agaln,

rrvsnena, Jan. 1l

politicians The annpouncement was made that

the rallroads’ antl pass mile would soon he a thing

pust. Officlals of the Pennsyivanta would

not admit that they had backed down, but the poll
tlclans say the matter has heen arrange !

Clreumstances alter cases,
So the rallroads say,

Henoe phe politiclans' faces
Shilne again o day,

And a cheerful Joy oasls
Dirives the clouds away

I'nis 1s not a backdown, Prnnsy
Officers declare

With a solemn vehemeney,
Fxeellent and rare

Now the dove of peace agaln See
Joyial in the alr
He was there

Only Just the other day

In a metaphoric way

In the atr”

And. s then It seemed, to stay

No, this IS an “arrangement,

Amed to end the sad estrangement
With the lordly politiclan

He's a Hesslan

And nnwortiy reco ition
L be werms the new condition
\ concession
Its a tenta Cengag ent
Looging to Disglad assneageioent -
\ confession

That the New Year's resolution
Is a short lyed Insttgtion
Doomad to early dissolution - that's all
there s Inlt Hutwhat do those Chleago theatre
managers thinis of It now?
A8 &

NELSON,

The Foolkiller's Vacation,

The tanis begin (o multiply;
rhls weather s, we note,

Too warm toskatenear danger signs,
Tuo cold w rock the boat,

It would ba a misfortune if |

this |

|
As originally

the |

There |s glee among the |

e e

ROOSEVELT LEYTER AT Al ‘CTION.

One Written In ISKS Brings ®17 - Other
Autographs Sell well,

A three page octavo letter written by
Thecdore Roosevelt soon after his defeat
as the Mayoralty candidate of the Re-
publican party in this city was among the
oollection of Thomas Redfield Proctor, a
prominent business man of Utica, |.\'. Xvj
sold at auction by the Merwin-Clayton
Company, 20 East Twentieth street, yes-
terday afternoon, The letter was .uuld
for $17. It was written while President
Roosevelt was engaged upon his *Winning
of the West," and is as follows:

680 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK,
Feb, 12, 'S8,
Robert Clarke, Fsq.

Dear Sin: Your more
response to my letter is at
greatly indebted to you for it. 1t contained
precisely the information 1 wished, uml I
shall write at once to the people you mention.

The Tennesseo records seem much less
complete than thoss of Kentucky, and 1 must
try it I can get at any MSS. of Bevier, or
Shelby, or Robertson, “Edmund Kirke" 1
have always rather mistrusted as a historian,
though a most entertaining writer, Heo I8 still
mentally in the Herodotean period,

Mosgt truly yours,
THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

Among the other interesting rales were
these:

A two page quarto letter of Samuel
Adama, signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, dated Boston, May 16, 1782, and
relating to the legality of certain legisla-
tion affecting imports, $35, .

A quarto letter of Aaron Burr, Novem-
ber 11, 1802, $6.

A two page quarto letter of Patrick Honr{,
May, 4 1788, to Gov. Edmund Randolph,
asking an extension of time for payment
of arrears by a former sheriff, $18,

A two page quarto letter of Grover Cleve-
land, Executive Chamber, Albany, Septem-
Ver 27, 1883, $8.75.

A soldiers’ discharge from the army,
June 0, 1783, signed by George Washing-
ton, $16, )

A two page quarto letter of James Madi-
son to Mathew C(arey, Montpelier, ngly
27, 1831, relative to the political situation
in South Carolina and the right of a State
to withdraw from the Union, 816,

A two page quarto letter of Zachary
Taylor, Baton l%ouge, October 23, 1848,
explaining why he had accepted the nomi-
nation of the Know Nothing party for
President, $20. .
| A commission, as Secretary of Legation
! to Brazil, Jannary 18, 1564, nl%:v-fl hf' resi-
dent Lincoln unr{ Secretary Seward, $160.
| A bond by Israel Putnam, May 183, 1775,
| to the Governor and Company of Connecti-
[ out, for the faithful performance of his

duties as paymaster, $45.

Anoctavo letter hy William M. Thackeray,
| December 7, 1848, $20.

A certificate of membership in the So-
| clety of the Cincinnati of Capt. Michael Con-
nolly of the New York Line, signed by
| George Washington as president of the
| order, 845,

WATCH ON

New Commissloner Takes Steps to Have
Breaks Repalred Immediately,

William B. Ellison, the new head of the
water supply department, has determined
to obviate such expensive delays in re-
| pairing breaks in the water mains as oc-
| enrred in Fifth avenue on the second or
| third day of his commissionership. The
[ time since he hias spent acquainting him-
| self with the inefficiency of the method
| of the past, and yesterday he wrote this
| cirenlar letter to all foremen of the water
| stations and emergency gangs:
I write to immpress upon you the great
[ fmportance of an efficient service by the
emergency repair force of this department
| with the hope that in case of breakages in
the water service mains they will be remedied
immediately

To accomplish the result to which T have
referred | have arranged to have a man on
at headquarters, 12-21 Park
frow  (telephone "8 Cortlandt™, and it is
vy desire that immediately upon your re-
ceiviug notice of a break you report the sate
to the man on duty here,

I have also arranwed to have an engineer
available every night, so that in of
necessity yvou may have his assistance or the

than courteous
hand, and 1 am

WATER MAINS.

, duty all night

¢nse

| @id of his knowledee

{ I ulso request that in case of A &erionis
| break 1 be immediately notified at my resi-
|

dence, Hotel Murseille (telephone “3790 River-
side”), 8o that | may call out such additional
help as L decmn necessary.  Minor leaks, of
course, you
fving me,

1 am particularly in the effort
to avoid any delay o the remedying of breaks
and ask vou to use vour

interestod

inoour water systein
ntmost endenvors to ive e the most eflicient
gapvice in this regard,

It is the Conunissioner's purpose to con-
tinue the improvements undertaken by
Commissioner  Monroe and intermitied
| in the administration of Commissioner
| Oakley. One of the shortcomings of the
department, it has appeared from  past
departmental reports, was concerned with
supervision,  Supervisors of street open-
ings and of the quwr laying or relaying
of water mains have, it i1s said, hitherto
considersd that their jobs were sitecures,

TO DON.

How

Bay State Rules, With Some Reflections
on Unlon Sults.

To THE Botion oF TRE SUN—S(r \cearding to
“Upjon Salt of Hartford (n TAE SN ol to day)
those not wearing unlou sulls or. as he Is pleased
to term them, “lnltlal garments,” are not correct
do uot belleve 18, Ask any weary,

dressers |

tortunate cnough to be inside a sult, bow well he
Surely correct dressers are not contined
1o thin, sedentary persous to whom union sulls
secin peeullarly adapted

Getting Into the doggone things s the least of
the troubles one encounters tn fussing with them,
| The ideal unlon suit s a thing of the future. | have
! some Ideas, but have not a knltting mill
| It "Unlon Sult” Is sinecee In bis desire to know
| how to get tnto a suit gracefully T will endeavor to
| tell him. but 1 othlnk fe ventares much when ha
| pleads for thousa of others, who, as e thinks,
Uare as \gnorant as he. \Wuat an acraobatie feat it
nmust be to get an arm aud a leg inserted both at
onee In o unlon sult as “Unlon Sott” does, 1t
| “t'nlon Sult” has ever put on his “pants” in a sleep

ing car bert a partial solutton of his troublesome
! muhlvm ought to come to hitm as does dawn upon

the darik night, slowly yet surely

Tals 1s the way: 11 In winter, you firet sit up In the

warm bed (the correct dresser's jottial garment
| can be warmed under the covers if the shock from
investing in a cold garment 18 too severey and In
| sert the nethier mbs (righit or left or both togethen
{ in the bifurcated sectlon
ment to the side of the bed and putting the feet
on the floor, the upper or trink seetlon will be In
good position to don as a coat (rlght or left arm
firsty after removing the nocturnal robe, which 1s
done Just at this point,  1f 1t Is agnainst the creed
of the correct dresser to don his habiliment in the
bedroom, the performance must he trans!lated to
the dressing room, Lay the ¢ d | g, partly on a
chalr (the trunk section) and partly on the floor
ithe nether sectiony, St on the aforesald trunk
part, draw on the "pants® part, then the coat part,
stand up and button Simple enough, 1s it not®
| The way your mother put on your coat and
| trousers has a great deal to do with the way yvou
do It when you are grown up, mm.hlu\tm.m.':.-q
handed or what not.  Hablts formed In youth, &«

consult Froebel, What difference does it make
anyhow? The result justifies the means, |t 1g
ight to do 1t wrong (the left first to galn the right
end (getting them ow. e Arr

\UHURNDALE, Mass, Tan

tikes it

0.

Trifling With Soclology,
To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN - Nir

In regard to

| your edltorial on "The Order of Precedence 1o

| Dressing”™ In yesterday's SUN It seems 1o me that

Foaoman must necessartly put on the felit sleeve of
hils cont or the right leg of his trousers trse, e
cause no matter Whivh sleeve or leg Le pots “I....l\l

the other one Is left to be put on last: pod 1 he left
Is put on dast the righie mast be put an frsr,
DARLINGTON, S C., Jau. o Gur Hanokr

Champlonship Quickly Won,

TOTHE I'MtoR OF TRE SUN S0 W lllam Smilth
In 1) day’'s SUN sayss s not the adestion In oy
house as to how the trousers shall be put on, byt
who shall wear them.”

It never was a guestion In my house: 1t wasa

downright fact In forty eight hours to the miirute,
And the young lady from Vassar took the triek.
NEW YORK, Jan, 12, JACK THUIHFUL,

CMrso AL
 William A,

will take care of without noti- .

perspiring pedestrian (barring the thin onesi un- |

Then, by a deft moves i

|

I which the whole collection may be =

| openon?

\
|

| Orizaba an hour.

BEMIS THROUGH TALKING GAs,'

State Commisslon Cuts O HIs News gn
Price Reductton After ‘I'en iy,
The State Gas Commission got theog)
yesterday with Prof. Ko W. Bemus, kiowy
as the “universal price reducer,” op
greatest living aut hority," according to the

th
"

position of the attorneys.  When ar 55
| o'clock the commission adjourned Prog
Bernis had beenon the stand for ten all Juy

Sessions,

At the finish he looked as “brite and fa
as at the beginning and wastalking beyon |
the speed of the stenographer. He did noy
stop voluntarily, but because Chairmay
Gunnison declared emphatically that the
commission had had enough,

Under cross-examination by Attorney
Mathewson of the Consolidated Gas Com.
pany Prof. Bemis explained how he ha|
reached the conclusion that 75 cent gas
in this city would yield the Consolidated
an annual profit of 5.3 per cent. on its own
valuation of $33,000,000 for its plant and 3
profit of 7.47 per cent.on the valuatiin of
$20,000,000 fixed by the State Tax Com.
mission. His deduction was made, he said,
principally from examinations in Boston,
Chicago and other cities. Mr. Mathewson

attempted to show through the witness an «

essential difference between tha condi.
tions in New York and those inother citjes,
The witness couldn't see ther,

The complainants closed their casa with
Prof. Bemis's testimony. The Consolidated
will begin its case at the next heaving,
Tuesday, with President Alexander ()
Humphrevs of Stevens Institute as ity
first and principal witness.

JOKER ON THE BALTIC,

startles the Passengers With Wireless Buls
letins — Lady Wilson's Rush for Steamer,
A jester aboard the White Star liner
Baltic, in yesterday from Liverpool and
Queenstown, put up three fake Mirean
wireless despatches on the saloon hullenn
board on Saturday morning that cansed a
momentary sensation among the cabin
passengers. The bogus Marconigrams wera
It {8 reported that Thomas W. Lawsa of
Frenzied Finance fame has committoed suicida

in a Boston hotel,
nf

Miss  Aliee Roosevelt, daughter tha
President, has eloped with Capt. dackson of
the Fifteenth  Hussars, anilitary  attucty

of the British Embassy at Washinator

Japan sends ultimatum to Germaany  des
manding that all German troops e with-
drawn from Chinese territory., Grave crisis
fmpending.

The purser removed the bulletins and
explained that it was the work of a wag,
whom he would like to discover.

The Baltic was five hours reaching her
dock from Quarantine in the dense fog,
Efforts to communicate by wireless from
the upper bay ta the White Star dock wers
futile, although at sea the Baltic his no
trouble talking more than 200 miles.

Lady Grey Wilson, wifa of the Governor

of the Bahamas, who was a pas=scpzer
by the Baltic, had engaged passige (9
Nassau by the Ward liner Orizaba and

'

feared that she would not be able to catch
the ship. A message was gent to the Ward
Line and the agents agreed to hold tha
Lady Wilson hired an
automobile and made a flying trip down
town and across the bridge to the Warl
Line's Brooklyn pier and boarded the <hip
hardly a minute within the hour.

THE SLEAGOERS.
Winter Rush for Mediterranean EBeging
Carmania's Good Liverpool List.

Sailing to-day for the Mediterranean Ly
the North German Lloyd steamship Koeniz
Albert:

Franklin Abbott, Dr. Berzenthal of 1ia
German Consulate, Dre. William  F. Brooes,
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Curtis, Mr. and M
C. 1o Crawford, Mr, and Mrs. Patrick Coda!
Dr. and Mrs. H. W, Cheney, the Rev. Fatlr
\. o von den Droeck, Mrs. Louis Flej:
mann, Mr. and Mrs. W, Shirley Fulton,
and Mrs, George Lander, Dr. 1. H.o M.,
L. Morton, Mrs. Gouverneur Maort -,
Mackay, Theodore B. Oshorne,
Dr.and Mrs, S, C. Powell, Baron and Baro

|
! ass Ernest de Schoenbere, Mrs, Henry Albert
| Seyvimour,

Stryker, Mrs. Geores
Robert T. Tow.

Thomas H.
A. Saportas, Mr. and Mrs
send and Henry Thierry

Arrivals by the White Star liner Bulto
from Liverpool and Queenstown

Sir M. M. van Asch van Wycek, My oa )
Mrs. R, T. Bayvliss, ¢. H. Draper, M |
Mrs. Do G kmery, Power Fitzeerald

and Mre, Walter Gibb, Mr.oand Mrs. A Pros-
ton Jones, Lord and Lady hgestre, Tr oo

stantine Herdocia, the Rev, Dreo Moyvial o
Irving K. Yaylor, Lady Grey Wilsan, Foriog
(. Vernon and Prof, and Mrs. G
Wright

Vovagers by the Cunarder Capnooe,

which sails to-day for Queenstown aid
Liverpool

J. H. Allen, Capt, A, Akin-Higgins, Moor

E. T M. Bridges, Capt. Hugh Do
Downey, E. Brace Vreer, PO Preco! |
Grant, Mr. and Mrs. E. G, Gubbins, brederc &
Leay (British Comsul General at Nalpoara-o,
Capt. P. Maade, Mr.and Mrs. Alred N

the Hou, M. Ponsonby, Mrs. | B 1A
hurst, T, W, Sheppard, Mrooand Noes e
erick Saregent, Mr, and Mps 0 B Tahen
Mr. and Mrs. 8. M. Vanclamn, Broce W ]

and A, D, Willett,
Passengers by the American liner Plias
delphia, off to-day for Southampt

W, B. Brown, R. Newton Cram
E. Crane, Mre. Francis Willinm i
Julius 8. Stern, John AL Dix, Con ' 3
Thomas R, Coombs and Major Harr o Moo
of the Salvation Army

Aboard the Hamburg-Ameri
Prinz Oskar, which sails on Mo
the Mediterranean:

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace P, Bache, i\
Circe, S, E. Carpenter, Mrs, Arthur | ~

Mroand Mres. John BoGrant, Mrs. Freder
Mead, Mrs, 8 B Mebhay, Mr, and Mrs
Guy Owsley and Mrs. M. ¢ Worden
Passengers by the Atlantic T
liner Minnetonka, which sails to-das

London

J. L. Weeler, Mrs, L. B Sutton, Mr= H G
Stewart, William Henry Morris, Lobert M
Ketehmm, Mrao Fraokiin M. Gordon, D!

Heald, Géorge C. Eck, Norman E. Bennert ad
. D, Awlward

Aboard the Red Star liner Vaderand
off to-day for Dover and Antwerp

Horace Canfleld, B, F. Corey, Mrs Joseph
1P, Reid, Mrs. Franklin Do Lo Prentiss o 1009
G, b, Van Schaick

Sailing by the Hamburg-American [ner
Pennsylvania, for Dover and Hambure

Kobert Williama, Mrs. Ida von I W
Pr. P J. Oetlinger and Mr. and Mi=< )
Lauterman

-~

MR BISHOP'S ART ORBJECPSSHOUN

A Dhversttied Collec(lon on Exhibltion for
Only a Few Days,

In the exhibition of the Heber R 1< D
art collection, which opens to-day :
American Art Galleries, there (s !
opportunity of the present geason |
who are interested to visit a comprets
art exhibition which 18 worthy of
The exhilition is to be all too shore, =
the collection is to bhe seen in its enioe
only until Wednesday, when the
begins, although the varions seo!
the eollection will continue to b oo
until the particular doys upon whooh 10y

[ are ta be sold.

Owing to the shortness of the tiure 0

was decidaed yesterday to keep the ¢
unday afternoon.

Through all the wide var
and Japanese art objects, Furojed!
ings and furniture and arms of
the collection offers beaury and
the amateur, the student or the «
Visiter, = -




